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| would like to thankBharat Patnifor organizing this visit and tharhailendrafor suggesting the idea

of doing case studies of Pratham childr&ekhawas essential in showing us around South Shahdara
YRS 8 A3t NUIK- Y @ & NIEOXEST asleem Banparea head of South Shahdara, made sure that we
were comfortable and organized all sorts of otherwise impossible meetings and journeys for us.
B1KN& N KS-RZRachna made sure that we saw everything important and met everyone influen-
(it £ A7 KSNBRINGI YR KSLIR S8 VSR 82Y S 2FKS | NI @ dyflj dS LERBESY &dAnjali, one of our guides

in Zakhira, helped translate unfamiliar words when | interviewed children and provided plenty of back-
ground information on the ares&Bampurna Murtiand Manisha Chaudhrpf Pratham Books suggested
gl8aN o KK t Nk Y @ ATEYE Ry f oNYKSA O y VOB 8S (KSNY/2{BY S/THOyT 85K y14 (R Chi-

tra Raghavarof Pratham New Yoror coordinating my visit from the United States.
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Some of the people at Pratham Delhi

Hope Amidst Despair

PrATHAN (KS 6 2NRIY S'yadLBNV Nt and an organization by this name
aims to eliminate illiteracy and provide universal primary education in
India. This goal itself is beyond daunting. Approximately 137 million In-
dian children almost half the total population of the United Stateare
illiterate. Pratham aims to put all these children into school. How had the
organization even begun to tackle this problem?

Since Madhav Chavan founded the organization in 1994 in a slum
N a dy ok &t iKY K- 306S2Y S 2yS 2FlyRA G fi NEBa SRid) Ry y2y-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and has served over one million chil-
RN/ NIKE Y @ dyj o3 aNBdRIKSL IR i - OS2 (K adaiseady 2 (K-
children see education as a familiarity rather than an imposition,
Pratham draws its teachers from the community. Pratham says that
these community members will have greater fortune convincing reluc-
tant parents to send their children to school than outsiders will. This phi-



